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EDITORIAL

X v

This issue of the magazine opens on a note of confidence.

For the first time since its reappearance after the Second
World War it has “paid its way” and great credit is due to the
Business Managers—Wing Commander R. A. Smith and his suc-
cessor Squadron Leader C. H. G. Soper—and to the Advertising
and Publicity- Manager, Flight Lieutenant G. Kenyan-Muir, for
their success. Also in order to identify its proper function as a
Station Magazine, its title has been changed from “The Halton
Magazine” to “The Magazine of Royal Air Force, Halton.” The
improved financial position of the magazine is a happy omen and
every effort must be made to maintain its present circulation of
four thousand copies, For the first time also since its inception
in 1924, the magazine contains accounts of two Passing-Out
Parades of Aircraft Apprentices—due of course to the fact that
whilst the magazine appears twice yearly, apprentice intakes
occur three times per year.

We welcome the 63rd Entry, including as it does, a contingent
of Royal Pakistan Air Force Apprentices, and our sincere wishes
for “Good Luck and Early Promotion” go out to the 53rd and 54th
Entries in their new sphere of activities at St. Athan. :

We also have to record with regret the posting of Group
Captain S. Barraclough, M.B.E. For several years he has had
the onerous task of carrying on and, on occasions, reviving the
long-standing tradition of “The Schools” through a difficult
period. To those who have worked with and for him, it is not
necessary to say how much he has contributed personally to the
recent developments on the educational side. Those who knew
him on the sports field will have no need for reminders of all that
he did in its organisation. Nor can the occasion be allowed to pass
without remark upon the happy and helpful part Mrs. Barraclough
has played in Station social life and its many activities. They will
both be missed, but our loss will be somebody else’s gain. We
wish them every success and happiness in their new surroundings
at Headquarters Maintenance Command.

To all Haltonians, “A Happy Xmas and a Prosperous New
Year.”
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SPEECH GIVEN BY
AIR MARSHAL SIR AUBREY B. ELLWOOD,
CB.,. D.SC.,
A.0.C. IN CHIEF BOMBER COMMAND

On the occasion of the Passing Out of the 53rd Entry of
Aircraft Apprenticds on 1st June, 1949,

PASSING OUT SPEECH

I regard it as a great honour to have been invited to come here
today and I would like to open my remarks by thanking the Com-
mander-in-Chief and the Commandant most sincerely for asking
me.

It is a particular pleasure to me personally because I have strong
associations with Halton. I was myself posted to Halton some
twenty-five years ago. During my service here 1 was privileged
to take part in the passing out celebrations of the first entry from
Halton and of a number of subsequent entries, so you can well
imagine what it means to me to come back today, if perhaps in a
rather different capacity, to share with the 53rd Entry this day
and all that it means to them and to the Royal Air Force as a
whole.

It has not been difficult to recapture the atmosphere that I knew
so well and which so clearly persists in this great establishment.
The impressive paarde which we have just witnessed and the
remarks of your Commandant are a sure indication that Halton is,
as always, satisfied with nothing but the best. The smartness of
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Irn-o t.and thf: precision of movement was up to the highest
ards with which the short, but great, traditions of Halton
made us all familiar.

d, there is only one noticeable difference, namely, that in
we worked the officers and N.C.O.s much harder. Now
to have a day off——and I do most heartily congratulate
ior apprentices on their admirable conduct of a first-class
e.

t year in Southern Rhodesia I met an ex-Halton apprentice
» reminded me of an occasion when I was marching No. 2
- down the hill from Henderson barracks. He alleged that
¢ e so enthusiastic in my exhortations to swing the arms,

c out the chest, and keep in step that I myself collided heavily
th a lamp-post. My memory does not absolutely substantiate
¢ accuracy of this story but it will give you some idea of the
wazards which we officers had to face in those days and which have
- mow been so cheerfully accepted by the apprentices themselves,

~ But if the officers and N.C.O.s have kept themselves in the

background today, T know well what they have done. The best
ays often owe their success to the producers and stage
management.

I referred just now to what this day means to you of the 53rd
Entry and to the Royal Air Force as a whole. To you it symbolises
_f,ifhe threshold of your Service career. To the Roval Air Force it

- means that another 150 young men have been added to the hard
core of quality upon which the peace-time Service is built.

e

- The Halton apprentices of the past have often, and rightly,
een referred to as the backbone of the Royal Air Force.

‘When Lord Trenchard, in his great wisdom, created this school
e twenty-eight years ago he knew that he was laying the
dations of a Service of a quality second to none in the world.

e was not disappointed. Halton apprentices have made their
k in every branch of the Service whether as officers, N.C.O.s,
airmen. They have set a shining example to those who follow
through this great school.

“That is why the passing-out of each Halton Entry is an event
»f the highest importance in the R.A.F. calendar, and I hope and
elieve that all of you who are passing out today, are fully con-
scious of the great responsibilities that rest upon each one of you
in individual member of a great team.

ind now let me say a word or two about the point and purpose
e Royal Air Force.

understand this properly we must base our thinking on cer-
ple fundamental facts. And the most simple and the most
ental of all is our geographical position as an island. This
nalterable fact (at least, unalterable for some millions of
, which I suggest is quite a long enough period for us to worry
‘and must, therefore, be the basis which must condition all
ensive arrangements,
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Now for many hundreds of years the only medium of contact
between ourselves and other countries that we could use either
for peaceful or warlike purposes was the sea.

The importance of sea-power was, therefore, obvious and para-
mount. And what we meant by sea-power was freedom of action
to use the sea ourselves for any purpose and the ability at the
same time to prevent any enemy from using it to our disadvantage.

Thus the Navy grew in strength, stature, and efficiency until
our power at sea became so great that we had little to fear from
our enemies.

I need not remind you how well the Navy has done its work,
how often it has saved us from possible invasion and defeat, how
it kept the seas open for our use, or how it built up the great
traditions of which it is so justly proud.

Times have changed, but we still remain an island.

But now we have mastered the use of another medium of con-
tact with other countries—the air. And that is the greatest change
of all.

Today air-power is just as vital to us as sea-power has been in
the past. We must have the same freedom of action in the air
as we formerly required, and still require, at sea,

Remember, too, that in the nature of things air-power must be
all-embracing—that is to say, it is essential to our freedom. of
action not only in the air itself but on land and sea also, for in
these days no major operation of any sort can be undertaken with
any real hope of success unless the air situation is favourable.

That is one reason why the Royal Air Force has been recognised
by the Government as holding the first priority in the organisation
of our defence forces.

And another reason is that it provides us with the only possible
means of developing the offensive from the outset of war—and if
we can do that effectively, and if everyone knows that we can,

we are far more likely to be able to prevent war altogether, and
that, I think you will agree, is the ultimate aim of all right-thinking

men and women.

Sometimes we hear people talking airily about “ push-button
warfare ” as if the bomber was already out of date. I would
advise you to take no notice of that. I believe it will be a long
time before we find any better medium than the bomber for the
delivery of our offensive weapons whatever form they may take
in the future.

Nothing that has happened in the way of scientific development
has lessened the need for the Royal Air Force or for its offensive
power. Hence the emphasis laid upon the maintenance of an
efficient air striking force. I say this, not because I have the honour
at the present time of being the Commander-in-Chief of Bomber
Command, but because Bomber Command—our air striking force—
is the hard core of our air power, or, as Lord Tedder has aptly
described it, *“ the Nation’s straight left.”
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