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The world is lookingup ...
to BRITISH design

The Hawker P.1052—the jet fighter which flew from London to
Paris at an average speed of 618 m.p.h.—is yet another triumph for
British designers and technicians. Their skill and vision enable
Britain to lead the world in aeronautical development.

Rotax designed and made vital electrical equipment for the Hawker
P.1052 and take pride in having been associated so intimately with
the success of this new achievement.

In the design, development, manufacture and service of complete
electrical systems and equipment, Rotax continues to contribute
vitally to the progressive development of British aircraft.

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS R 0 TA X
AND EQUIPMENT FOR AIRCRAFT

ROTAX LIMITED o WILLESDEN JUNCTION e LONDON, NW.I0 e ENGLAND
ROTAX AUSTRALIA PTY., LTD. e 8| BOUVERIE STREET, MELBOURNE, N.3
ROTAX CANADA LIMITED e MONTREAL AIRPORT DORVAL, PQ.
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EDITORIAL

When this issue appears, we shall be on the threshold of Christmas and
separing to open the door to 1951. We wish all Haltonians, present and past,
happy time during the festive season and good fortune in the future,

43 * * * *

» Since our last issue, several of those inevitable postings that fashion. our
 Jives have brought great changes at Halton. Group Captain N. C. S. Rutter,
~ C.BE, has left the station officially, though he is still living near, at least for a
time. We say farewell to him knowing that with his departure we have lost
both friend and counsellor. During his tour of duty, everybody learned to
appreciate his sympathetic treatment of apprentices and their manifold personal
and training problems. His interest in the Station was unceasing and, as Chair-
man of the Magazine Committee, he was a tower of strength. We have not
allowed him to go without a message to all readers, which will be found else-
: in this issue. Wing Commander R. A. R. Coote-Robinson, O.B.E., too,
s left us. To him also we wish the best of fortune.

£ e % #*

< Group Captain D. O. Finlay, D.F.C., AF.C., has taken over from Group
Captain Rutter and Wing Commander E. Holden, D.F.C.. from Wing Commander
Coote-Robinson. We welcome them. The former is too well-known to need

~ Commander Holden, we are told, is not likely to be “faulted” by our problems.
#* # " 5

Happy the editor who can write saying that he has one or two contributions
to spare. We are happy in that sense just at present, but we hope to find the
need for more pages so pressing soon that we shall have to ask for more of
them to print all that is being sent to us.

b B * ]

An innovation in this issue is a prize competition in the form of a cross-
word with a difference. You might let us know what you think of it.

%" * * *

As we go to press, we learn that Flt/Sgt/App/Air E. T. J. Manning and

Sgt/App/Air J. A. Tucker of the 57th Entry have been sclected for cadetships
at Cranwell. Congratulations to both of them.

* x = *

Nobody except the editor can ever assess accurately the work of the Maga-
zine Committee. In particular the influence of the assistant editor is often far
beyond that of the editor himself, and rightly so, for it is the assistant editor
who does the really hard work. Tt is with a special sense of losing one’s right

| hand man that we must record the posting of Flying Officer A, H. Craven who
has recently left Halton to go to the College. Our loss, however, is Cranwell's
gain, and we have no hesitation in wishing him the very best of good fortune
there.
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PASSING OUT PARADE
OF THE 57t ENTRY

The Saluting Base

When the 57th Entry of Aircraft Apprentices passed out at Halton
on Tuesday. lst August, they had the honour to be reviewed by
Marshal of the Royal Air Force Viscount Trenchard, G.C.B., G.C.V.O.,
DS.O.. D.CL., L.L.D. He was accompanied by Air Marshal Sir John
Whitworth Jones, K.C.B.. C.B.E., A.O.C-in-C. Technical Training
Command, Air Vice Marshal R. O. Jones, C.B., AF.C., AO.C. No. 24
Group, Air Commodore N. Carter, C.B.. D.F.C., Commanding R.AF.
Halton, Group Captain N, C. S. Rutter, C.B.E., Senior Training Officer,
No. 1 School of Technical Training, Halton, and Wing Commander B.
Robinson, Officer Commanding No. 2 (Apprentices) Wing. :

The parade took place in ideal weather, with intermittent sunshine
and a strong breeze. There was a large attendance, which included a
contingent of the A.T.C., which Lord Trenchard afterwards addressed.

After inspecting the Guard of Honour at Station Headquarters
which was provided by apprentices of the 59th Entry, Lord Trenchard
proceeded to the Henderson Parade Ground, where the parade was. as
always, conducted entirely by the Aircraft Apprentices. The Military
Band. the Drum and Fife Band and the Pipe Band all took part in the
parade. The 57th Entry maintained the usual high standard of Halton
Passing Out Parades, and F/Sgt/App/Air Manning is to be congratulated
on the way in which he and his subordinates conducted it. After the
parade, the 57th Entry, their friends and relations, the visiting officers
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Inspecting No, 2 Flight

and the officers and N.C.O. instructors of the School assembled in the
Burnett Gymnasium for the distribution of prizes. After the prayer, the
Station Commander, Air Commodore N. Carter. C.B., D.F.C.,
presented his report on the Entry, which began its training on 23rd
September, 1947. He stated that the general quality was up to the
standard of the previous post-war years, and that 175 apprentices would
pass out. After speaking of the technical training that the Entry had
received in modern equipment including gas turbines, he went on to
praise the Fitters IIA for the “exceptional and most commendable
keenness” they had shown, particularly in applying themselves to private
study. All trades except the Fitters I1E. had shown an improvement,
especially the Fitters IIA. who had an average of 77% on their manual
test. The Fitters IIE. had been overtaken by the Armourers and
Instrument Makers and were being hotly pursued by the Electricians.
Forty-seven apprentices had qualified for National Certificates, this
being about 269, of the Entry, which was average. Discipline had been
good and considerable keenness had been shown in sporting activities;
he especially commended No. 2 (Apprentices) Wing in this respect.
Seven apprentices from the Entry had represented the School at Soccer,
five at Cricket, two at Rugger, one at Swimming, one at Fencing and
one at Boxing. In all twenty-seven had been awarded their School
Colours. Seventy per cent. of the Entry had volunteered for Air Crew
and the Entry had four hundred and sixty-nine hours of flying time to
its credit. Eleven apprentices had gained ‘A’ Certificates for Gliding.
Air Commodore N. Carter ended his report by pointing out that only
sixty-five of the Entry would be going to St. Athan, and that the
remainder would proceed immediately to selected flying units. In con-
clusion, he introduced Lord Trenchard, saying: “We are greatly
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honoured to have Lord Trenchard with us today at Halton. which
owes its existence to his foresight and encouragement: we hope he has
not been disappointed.”

Lord Trenchard
began by congratulat-
ing those who had
been awarded Cadet-
ships and the Prize-
winners. The follow
ing three Cadetships
were announced: Cpl/
App/Air Brand in
the General Duties
Branch. Sgt/App/Air
Murray and Cpl/App/
Air Large in the
Tecnical Branch. The
prizewinners  were :
Highest in Order of
Merit, All Subjects
Efficiency — F/Sgt/
ot/App/Air Murray receives one of his ma es APP/AIr  Manning :
Sgt/App/Air Murray receives one of his many pn]uHighcsl S Ot of
Merit. Educational Subjects—Sgt/App/Air Murray: Highest in Order of
Merit C.T.T.B. Practical Fitting Test (and winner of Crebbin Robinson
Cup)—Ldg/App/Air Offord: Highest Average for Practical Fitting over
Three Yearss Course —Cpl/App/Air Bradshaw: Highest in Order of
Merit in General Studies (and winner of Elliott Memorial Prize pre-
sented by the Royal Aeronautical Society) Sgt/App/Air Murray: Best
Tradesmen in Central Trade Test Board Examination: Fitter 11E.—
Cpl/App/Air Bradshaw. App/Air Johnston; Fitter 11A.—Ldg/App/Air
Usher, Cpl/App/Air Large; Electrician Ldg/App/Air Sharman; Instru-
ment Maker—Sgt/App/Air Willis; Fitter Armourer- -Ldg/App/Air
Russell.

Lord Trenchard commenced his speech by pointing out that the
parade had taken place at a momentous time and that the high
standards which Halton set to the Royal Air Force may help us to
preserve peace. He went on: “I am more than pleased to come back to
Halton and see it again. Halton and Cranwell are the two pillars on
which the Royal Air Force is maintained and if the standard is held up
we may have a chance to avoid war.” After speaking of the Farn-
borough Air Display, which, he said, had shown wonderful organisation,
training, maintenance and turn-out, Lord Trenchard spoke of the plans
he had had for Halton. “I am more than sorry.” he said, “to see how
few apprentices there are here compared to what 1 hoped for thirty
years ago. Show by your pride and keenness that the education here is
worth coming to for its value in your future lives. Life is made up of
unfairness: rise above it and do your best to leave your job better than
you found it.” He went on to define discipline as “one thing and one
thing only—playing the game, to one’s seniors, one’s equals and, most
important of all, to one’s juniors.” In conclusion Lord Trenchard said:
“I hope the parents here today will persuade their friends that for the
boy’s own benefit it's worth joining the Royal Air Force. We must see
that this college is built up to the size it was.” He ended by wishing
the 57th Entry good luck and Godspeed in their Air Force careers.
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58th ENTRY

The 58th Entry arrived at North Weald on the 22nd January, 1948,
for aptitude tests, and 161 were selected to commence training at Halton
along with 10 selected Boy Entrants from Locking. They were received
into No. 3 Wing. When the new training organisation became effective
in December 1948 the F.ILLAs were posted en bloc to 2 Wing, the
F.ILE.s to 1 Wing and the ancillary trades remained with 3 Wing. The
strength of the Entry is now 152, there having been several discharges
and transfers, and it is unfortunate that one or two of the apprentices,
discharged for medical reasons, were brilliant boys who would have done
well at Halton. :

Throughout their training the 58th Entry have taken an interest in
their work and a pride in their units, and it has been due in part to this
spirit that the general standard of apprentices has improved. Whilst at
Halton, F.ILE.’s have blazed new ground at workshops as they were the
first entry to be trained on the Hercules 100 and to receive E.R.S. train-
ing on Gas Turbines.

In addition to training, the Entry have carried out all normal
routine commitments, such as guards of honour, visits to manufacturers
and many local functions. They have a full quota of representatives in
Wing and Station sports and many have given valuable support to the
Halton Society. Sgt/App/Air Lidiard has been outstanding in the
Entry for his efforts at swimming, gliding, and shooting. He has already
been selected for the Command Swimming Team and was reserve for
the RAF. The Entry has done well in gliding and several have gained
their “A’ and ‘B’ certificates. In the Halton Society, Sgt/App/Air Marsh
has devoted much of his time and energy to the Halton Branch of the
Royal Aeronautical Society. Another member of the 58th Entry who
deserves mention in the field of sport, is Ldg/App/Air Brockhurst, who
has represented the Station at Rugby and Athletics.

The Entry generally has been up to the normal standards in every
aspect, and have worked together and established a clearly defined and
separate identity from other entries. Although it cannot be said that
the entry spirit has been outstandingly high, at least they have been
united, and have stuck together throughout the entire three years. This
comradeship is now shown in the earnest desire of the Entry to acquit
themselves with distinction in the final results and on the Passing Out

Parade which will be taken by FIlt/Sgt/App Allison on the 19th
December, 1950. :

We wish the 58th Entry the best of luck on leaving Halton. May
they carry to the Squadrons of the R.A.F. the highest traditions of this

great School, leaving nothing but credit to the School, their Squadrons,
and themselves.
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